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Item 1
Approval of the minutes
◦ January 21, 2026 meeting
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Agenda Item 1 

MINUTES 
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 3:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING and VIA - VIDEOCONFERENCING 
 

A regular meeting of the City of Decatur Building Standards Commission was held at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, via in-person and videoconferencing with the following participating:  
MEMBERS PRESENT:    MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Mason Clinesmith, Chairman    Jay Featherston  
Joe Gillispie, Vice Chairman 
Danny Cross 
Shaun Davie, Alternate  

OTHERS PRESENT: Chief Building Official Wayne Smith, Planning Director Lisa Hannon, City Attorney 
Pam Liston, and Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) Rickey Denney representing Staff.   
Vice-Chairman Mason Clinesmith called the meeting to order at 3:304 p.m. and declared a quorum 
in attendance. 
ITEM 1: Discuss and take appropriate action regarding December 15, 2025, BSC Minutes. 

Vice-Chairman Gillispie made a motion to approve the Building Standards Commission 
Meeting minutes for December 15, 2025. Commissioner Cross seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved 4-0, Commissioner Featherston absent. 

ITEM 2: The Commission to hold a public hearing, consider and take action to issue an order of 
demolition as prescribed by City of Decatur Code of Ordinances, Article IV Unsafe, 
Dangerous or Hazardous Buildings and Structures, Section 10-107 Failure to Comply with 
Order of the Commission for property owned by Hurley Investments LP at 705 W Walnut 
Street B, City of Decatur, Wise County, Texas also described as Block 143 of the Tarleton 
Addition. Structure was determined to be substandard by the Building Standards Commission 
on November 17, 2025. No action has been taken to secure or demolish the structure.  (Code 
Case #3274). 
Code Enforcement Officer Denney presented information updating the Commission on 705 W. 
Walnut St. Bldg. B, as it has been designated.  He stated an order was issued on November 17, 
2025, by BSC to repair, remove or demolish the structure within 30 days.  
CEO Denney stated the property owner was notified and has verbally committed to the 
demolition of the structure. 
CEO Denney stated no action has been taken as of January 16, 2026. 
CEO Denney said Staff has talked with the property owner and she said she talked with her 
brother about taking over the project.  CEO Denney stated Ms. Hurley’s brother did contact 
Staff and said that they are going to clean the building out.  He stated they will get it cleaned 
out and do the demolition before the thirty (30) days are up. 
CEO Denney stated to BSC that Staff is requesting an order to demolish the property because 
nothing has been done. 
CEO Denney reviewed the timeline and additional information regarding the demolition and 
lien process.  
Discussion between Commissioners and Staff was held. 
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Chairman Clinesmith called for a motion to demolish the substandard structure. 
Commissioner Davie made a motion that the structure at 705 West Walnut Street 
identified as Building B be demolished within 30 days of notification. The motion was 
seconded by Vice-Chairman Gillispie. The motion was approved 4-0, Commissioner 
Featherston absent. 

ITEM 3: Discuss current code enforcement actions and schedules. 
a. 803 N. Newark St. – Structure has become hazardous due to an attempted, un-

permitted remodel. Case will be on February 18, 2026, agenda for action if resolution 
is not made. (Code Case #3454).   
CEO Denney stated the property, 803 N. Newark St., has been before the Commission 
previously. He stated the structure is a small structure that the property owner started tearing 
down.  CEO Denney stated the property owner was going to put new siding on it. 
CEO Denney stated the walls are collapsing and the structure is sitting on cinder blocks.  He 
said the building is unstable the way that it currently is sitting and it is at a point that it is a 
hazard. 
CEO Denney stated he has been to the property several times checking on it and making 
sure that no one is staying in the structure. He said Staff is moving this up on the list because 
there is a good change that the structure could fall and hurt somebody if they tried to stay in 
it. 
Chairman Clinesmith asked if anything has changed since the picture was taken on 
December 15, 2025. CEO Denney stated nothing has changed on the property. 
CEO Denney asked the BSC Commissioners if they had any other questions regarding this 
property.  There was no response. 

b. 302 S. Lane St. – Attempting to gain voluntary compliance with owner.  Structure has 
unpermitted work and hazardous conditions.  Case will be on the March 18, 2026, 
agenda for action if a resolution is not made. (Code Case #3348). 
CEO Denney stated Staff brought this up to the Commission before, staff sent the property 
owner notifications about bringing the property to the BSC.  He said the property owner 
stated he wanted to repair the structure and talked with Staff about building permits. 
CEO Denney stated the property owner has never obtained any building permits that are 
needed to date. He stated they have not completed any work on the structure. 
CEO Denney stated he called the property owner this morning before the BSC meeting and 
asked the property owner about his progress on the property.  He said the property owner 
stated he was working on a floor plan, 
CEO Denney stated he told the property owner that if he didn’t move the project forward, 
staff will have to bring his property before the Board to make a determination on the 
property. He stated the property owner said he would come in and schedule a meeting with 
Staff to try and work out a plan forward to rebuild the structure.  
Discussion between Commissioners and Staff was held. 

For Your Information Items: 
ITEM 6: New and/or future business items.  

a. Application for BSC Commissioner. 
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b. Building Standards Commission Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 18, 2025, 
at 3:30 PM. 

c. Depending on notices and property owner actions, additional Public Hearings may be 
scheduled. 

Chairman Clinesmith adjourned meeting at 3:49 p.m. 
 
             

Mason Clinesmith, BSC Chairman 
 
ATTEST:        
 
        
Wayne Smith, Building Official    



Item 2: BSC 
#3274 Update 
705 W Walnut
PROVIDE AN UPDATE FOR THIS 
PROPERTY TO BSC.  

CITY OF DECATUR



Map of 705 W Walnut
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Agenda Item #3 
BSC #3454 
Substandard 
Structure 
803 N Newark St.

CITY OF DECATUR



Map of 803 N Newark
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Agenda Item #3 Substandard Structure  
located at 803 N Newark St.
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BSC #3454 
803 N Newark St.  
Public Hearing regarding determination of a substandard 
structure located at 803 N Newark St. 

1)The purpose of the article is provided in Section 10-101 of the 
City of Decatur Code of Ordinances:​

It is the purpose of the provisions of this article to provide a just, 
equitable and practicable method, to be cumulative with and in 
addition to any other remedy available at law, whereby buildings 
or structures which are dilapidated, unsafe, dangerous, 
unsanitary, or are a menace to the life, limb, health, morale, 
property, safety and general welfare of the people of the city, or 
which tend to constitute a fire hazard, may be required to be 
repaired, vacated or demolished.​

2)The authority for the Building Standards Commission to act 
on this case is found in Section 10-104 City of Decatur Code of 
Ordinances:​

(b) Authority—Substandard housing. The building standards 
commission may hear cases regarding a substandard structure 
if the structure is:​

(1) Dilapidated, substandard, or unfit for human habitation and 
a hazard to the public health, safety, and welfare;​

CITY OF DECATUR



BSC #3454 
803 N Newark St.

Public Hearing regarding 
determination of a 

substandard structure located 
at 803 N Newark St.

The proceedings for the 
commission are outlined in 

Section 10-105 of the City of 
Decatur Code of ordinances:​

3) (a) Generally. The building 
standards commission shall 

adopt rules to govern its 
proceedings provided, 

however, that such rules are 
not inconsistent with this 

article or laws of the State of 
Texas. The rules shall 

establish procedures for use 
in hearings, providing ample 
opportunity for presentation 

of evidence and testimony by 
respondents or persons 

opposing charges brought by 
the city or its officials relating 

to alleged violations of 
ordinances.​

CITY OF DECATUR



BSC #3454 
803 N Newark St.

◦ Agenda Item 3 Public Hearing​
◦ The Commission to hold a public hearing, consider and take action to 

determine the condition of structures as prescribed by City of Decatur 
Code of Ordinances, Article IV Unsafe, Dangerous or Hazardous 
Buildings and Structures, Section 10-105 Proceedings of the Building 
Standards Commission, (b) Criteria for Determining Substandard 
Condition, of property owned by Anna Juno Bible located at 803 N 
Newark St. City of Decatur, Wise County, Texas, being 0.69 acres of 
land also described as PROCTOR ADDITION BLOCK 54 TRACT 4 & 5. 
If structure is determined substandard, the commission shall take action 
according to the City of Decatur Code of Ordinances, Article IV Unsafe, 
Dangerous or Hazardous Buildings and Structures, Section 10-105 
Proceedings of the Building Standards Commission, (d) Action by 
commission; time frames. (BSC #3454) ​

◦ Open Public Hearing at: __________ Close Public Hearing at: 
_________​

CITY OF DECATUR



BSC #3454
803 N Newark St.
803 N Newark Street ​
Documents included in Handout​,,

Exhibit 1 Initial letter mailed Nov. 25, 2025, and one to Wilmer McWilliams on Dec. 8, 2025.   

Exhibit 2 Wise County Tax Assessor Tax Certificate was, obtained on January 6, 20256

Exhibit 3 Ownership and Encumbrance Report provided by Wise County Title Company​ January 2, 2026. ​

Exhibit 4 Notice of intent to bring this case before the Building Standards Commission on February 18, 2026.​

Exhibit 5 Mailed Public Hearing Notification via certified and regular mail to the owner and posted on the 
property on January 15, 2026. Notice of Public Hearing Published in the Wise County Messenger on February 
5, 2026.​

Exhibit 6 Detailed timeline from case notes. ​

Exhibit 7 Photos from property. ​

CITY OF DECATUR
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803 N Newark St. 
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November 25, 2025 November 24, 2025
Exhibit 7



803 N Newark St. 
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November 24, 2025 November 24, 2025
Exhibit 7



803 N Newark St.
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November 24, 2025 November 24, 2025
Exhibit 7



​Agenda Item #3
Public Hearing regarding determination of a substandard 
structure located at 803 N Newark St. Decatur, Texas.

CITY OF DECATUR

Provide opportunity for 
representatives of the 
property to present to 

the Commission. 

Close Public Hearing, 
determine if the structure 

is substandard and if 
found to be substandard, 

the timeframe for 
correction.



Agenda Item 
3 Finding of 
Commission

Public Hearing regarding determination of a 
substandard structure located at 803 N Newark Street in 
Decatur, Texas.​

Section 10-105. – Proceedings of buildings standards 
commission.​

(b) Criteria for determining substandard condition. A
structure shall be considered substandard if:​

(1) It is in a condition such that it fails to comply with the
minimum standards set forth in the city's ordinances,
including but not limited to those standards set forth in
this chapter specifying minimum property standards, as
well as the city's building, plumbing, electrical,
mechanical, housing, residential, property maintenance,
or fire codes; and​

(2) Such condition exists to the extent that the life,
health, property, or safety of the public or its occupants
are endangered.​
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Agenda Item #3 
Action by the Commission

Option 1: Motion: I move that the structure at 803 N Newark 
Street does not meet the criteria of a substandard structure.​
Proposed Motion​
Option 2: Motion: I move that the structure at 803 N Newark 
Street does meet the criteria of a substandard structure.​
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Agenda Item 3 
Action by the 
Commission

Section 10-105. (d) 
Action by the 
Commission

(1)Commission orders. After notice and hearing and upon
finding that a structure is substandard, the Commission may:​

a. Order the repair of a substandard structure, within a fixed
period as provided in (ii) below;​

Section 10.105 Timeframes.
(2)Time frames for compliance. After making a finding that a
building is substandard, the Commission shall comply with
the following time frames:​

a. Thirty-day time period. Except as otherwise provided in this
article, the commission shall require hearing:​

1.Secure the building from unauthorized entry; or​
2.Repair, remove or demolish the building, unless the owner
or lienholder establishes at the hearing that the work cannot
reasonably be performed within thirty (30) days.​

b. Thirty (30) to 90-day time period. If the commission allows
the owner, lienholder, or mortgagee more than thirty (30)
days to repair, remove, or demolish the building, the
commission shall establish specific time schedules for the
commencement and performance of the work and shall
require the owner, lienholder or mortgagee to secure the
property in a reasonable manner from unauthorized entry
while the work is being performed, as determined at the
hearing.​

OR;
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Agenda Item #3 Action by the Commission
Section 10-105. (d) Action by the commission.

c. Time period in excess of ninety (90) days. The commission may only allow the owner, lienholder or mortgagee more than 
90 days to repair, remove, or demolish the building or fully perform all work required to comply with the order if the owner, 
lienholder, or mortgagee:​

1.Submits a detailed plan and time schedule for the work at the hearing; and​

2.Establishes at the hearing that the work cannot reasonably be completed within ninety (90) days because of the scope and 
complexity of the work; and​

3.Regularly submits progress reports to the municipality to demonstrate compliance with the time schedules established for 
commencement and performance of the work.​

Section 10-105. (d) Action by the commission; time frames.​

(3) Burden of proof. The owner, lienholder, or mortgagee has the burden of proof to demonstrate the scope of any work that 
may be required to comply with city ordinances and the time it will take to reasonably perform the work.​
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Agenda Item #3
Action by the 
Commission

Proposed 
Motion

Option 1: Motion: I move that the structure at 803 N Newark Street be 
repaired, removed or demolished within 30 days of notification. The 
property shall remain unoccupied and secured from unauthorized entry 
during the time the work is being completed.​

Option 2: Motion: I move that the structure at 803 N Newark Street be 
repaired, removed or demolished within 90 days of notification. The 
demolition shall begin no later than (provide date), and all work 
complete no later than (provide date). The property shall remain 
unoccupied and secured from unauthorized entry during the time the 
work is being completed.​

Option 3: Motion: I move that due to the complexity of the work to 
repair, remove or demolish the structure at 803 N Newark Street the 
work required may be completed according to the schedule provided by 
the owner and agreed upon by the commission with work to commence 
no later than (provide date) and all work to be completed no later 
than (provide date). The owner will be required to submit monthly 
progress reports on or before the first of each month to the Building 
Inspections Department and maintain the schedule established. The 
property shall remain unoccupied and secured from unauthorized entry 
during the time the work is being completed.​
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Section 10-107-
Failure to 
comply with 
order of the 
commission.

(a) If a building is not vacated, secured, repaired, removed, or 
demolished, or the occupants are not relocated within the time 
period ordered by the commission, the city may vacate, secure, 
remove, or demolish the building or relocate the occupants at its 
own expense.​

(b) If the city incurs expenses under this section, the city may 
assess the expenses on, and the city has a lien against, the 
property on which the building was located, unless the property is 
a homestead as protected by the Texas Constitution. The lien is 
extinguished if the property owner or another person having an 
interest in the legal title to the property reimburses the city for the 
expenses. The lien arises and attaches to the property at the time 
the notice of the lien is recorded and indexed in the office of the 
county clerk of the county in which the property is located. The 
notice must contain the name and address of the owner if that 
information can be determined with a reasonable effort, a legal 
description of the real property on which the building was located, 
the amount of expenses incurred by the city, and the balance due.​
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Agenda 
Item #4

Discuss Current code enforcement actions and schedules.​

A. 302 S Lane Substandard Structure. On 1-27-26 the 
owner Mr. Aguilar met with Mr. Smith to discuss what 
actions he needed to take to get the permits and begin 
making the house compliant. After the discussion he said 
he would get someone to assist him it getting the plans 
ready and permits obtained.  

B. 502 N Newark Substandard Structure (No progress by 
the property owner. If nothing begins soon, we will present 
this to the BSC.   

23



Map of 302 S Lane 

24



Map of 502 N Newark
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Item #5 New and/or 
future business items
a. Depending on notices and property owner actions, 
additional Public Hearings may need to be scheduled.   

b. A Building Standards Commission Meeting is 
scheduled for March 16, 2026 at 3:30PM. 
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Questions?
FEBRUARY 18, 2026 

CITY OF DECATUR, TEXAS 

26

Images Credit: Decatur Chamber of Commerce Website


	Building Standards Commission Meeting
	Building Standards Commission
	Item 1
	Item 2: BSC #3274 Update 705 W Walnut
	           Map of 705 W Walnut
	Agenda Item #3 BSC #3454 Substandard Structure �803 N Newark St.
	        Map of 803 N Newark
	Agenda Item #3 Substandard Structure  �located at 803 N Newark St.
	BSC #3454 �803 N Newark St.  
	BSC #3454 �803 N Newark St.
	BSC #3454 �803 N Newark St.
	BSC #3454�803 N Newark St.
	803 N Newark St. 
	803 N Newark St. 
	803 N Newark St.
	​Agenda Item #3�Public Hearing regarding determination of a substandard �structure located at 803 N Newark St. Decatur, Texas.
	Agenda Item 3 Finding of Commission​�
	Agenda Item #3 �Action by the Commission​�
	Agenda Item 3 Action by the Commission​�Section 10-105. (d) Action by the Commission
	Agenda Item #3 Action by the Commission​�Section 10-105. (d) Action by the commission.​�
	Agenda Item #3�Action by the Commission​�Proposed Motion​�
	Section 10-107- Failure to comply with order of the commission.​�
	Agenda Item #4​�
	               Map of 302 S Lane 
	          Map of 502 N Newark
	Questions?
	Item #5 New and/or future business items



